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Dear Mrs Girling, 
 

Many thanks to your colleagues & your wonderful year 5 & 6 students for working with us in science over the 

past four days. 
 

The students were an absolute delight to host & impressed all of us with their impeccable manners & 

boundless enthusiasm. 
 

Teaching such a receptive & respectful group was an absolute delight. 
 

Please let them know how much we enjoyed working with them & thank their teachers for supporting. 
 

We hope to continue this collaboration in the future, if we can be of any assistance to your science 

programme please do let us know. 

 

Best wishes, Mr Brown. Head of science, Archbishop Ilsley Catholic School 



 



    

 
 

 

Times Tables Rock Stars and Numbots  
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There is new legislation that comes into force from the 19th of August that will impact how Local Authorities and 

Schools issue Penalty Notices (fines) for unauthorised absences. 

“The Education (Penalty Notices) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2024” 

 

The Education (Penalty Notices) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2024 mean that: 

 Schools must consider whether a penalty notice (fine) is appropriate in each individual case where one of their 

pupils reaches the national threshold of 10 unauthorised absences in a rolling 10 week period. 

 Penalty Notices will be issued per parent per child.  

 Penalty Notices have increased and there is a new national escalation procedure. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that this is one piece of new legislation and there are several other pieces of legislation 

and statutory guidance that schools and Local Authorities must follow.  Central to the statutory 

guidance for schools is the premise that schools should identify when a pupil’s attendance is 

becoming a concern and then work alongside parents and pupils to remove any barriers to 

attendance.   

 

This is called a “support first model”  At Holy souls  school we will notify you if you’re a child’s 

attendance is a concern and start a conversation with you to understand the reasons why and if we 

can offer any support.   

 

The first penalty notice issued to a parent will be charged at £160 if paid within 28 days. This will 

be reduced to £80 if paid within 21 days. 

 

If the threshold is met a 2nd time in three years and a 2nd Penalty notice is issued to the same parent 

in relation to the same child – this will a flat rate of £160 if paid within 28 days. 

A third penalty notice cannot be issued to the same parent in respect of the same child within 3 

years of the date of issue of the first. In a case where the national threshold is met for a third time 

(or subsequent times) within those 3 years, alternative action should be taken instead. This will 

often include considering prosecution 



A reminder that this year’s Acocks Green Carnival takes place on 

Saturday July 6th at Acocks Green 

Recreation Ground from 11am. The Lord Mayor 

will be attending. Then, at 6.30pm on Sunday 7th July, there will be a 

Civic Service at St Mary’s Church.  

 

Birmingham City Council - Educational Psychology Traded Services – 
temporary pause to service delivery 

We are writing to let you know that due to exceptional circumstances, all teams will be 
pausing traded work for the remainder of the academic year. Due to unprecedented demand, 
and the national shortage of available educational psychologists, we need to ensure that 
outstanding statutory assessments are completed as soon as possible. The input of 
Educational Psychologists into these assessments is vital and this short pause in traded work 
will enable the team to focus on this over the coming weeks. 

The teams will continue to provide support for schools in the event of critical incidents or 
exceptional circumstances and will return to their usual traded work from September. 

Thank you in your advance for your understanding of this temporary change in the service’s 
focus to complete assessments.  

A message from Mrs Girling – for us as a school this means that some 
pupils due to be seen by the Educational Psychology Traded Services team 
will now not be seen. This matter is out of our control and we apologise for 
any inconvenience this may cause. Mr Henvey will update parents 
regarding the service in September 2024.  



 

Did you know that as well as free school meals during term time, you are 

also entitled to access FREE holiday clubs during spring, summer and winter 

holidays? 

Bring it on Brum! is a FREE Holiday Activity and Food Programme funded 

by the Department for Education, designed for children and young people 

across Birmingham to have healthy, active, fun-filled school holidays. Bring 

it on Brum! believe that everyone deserves a good break and that school 

holidays are better when children and young people are active, having fun, 

being entertained and learning new things. 

If your child is aged between 4-16 and is eligible for benefits-related free 

school meals, then they are entitled to access the Bring it on Brum! holiday 

clubs for free! There are a huge range of activities available including sports 

and games, arts and crafts, cookery, dance and music. Programmes vary 

depending on the type and location of each local club and each holiday club 

will give your child a nutritious meal too! We hope you will take advantage 

of these fantastic FREE holiday clubs across Birmingham so your 

child/children can have a fun-filled and safe holiday! 

 


